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- anic Building Leglslation.

on a slender wire of steel or bronze”
is to be driven by electricity at “a speed
uniform with the record.” After the
human competitor has lined up the ma-
chinery is to be set in motion, and when
the flag travelling along the wire
reaches the starting point the pistol
will be fired. As the flag proceeds to
the winning post in record time the
runner will keep his eye on it and by it
regulate his pace. Then there would
be no quegtion of “boring” or “pocket-
ing” or of British fair play, The rival
would be bogey instead of Briton. And
since science could easily determine
and eliminate the particular equations

! of various climates and tracks, we imag-

ine that it should be unnecessary to
cross the ocean to hold international
contests,

Apart from the vista of harmony
thus opened up, Professor KENNELLY
gives some interesting observations

! relative to the fact that the faster one

goes the sooner one has to stop. From
the London games he quotesthe follow-
ing figures showing the number of
meters covered in a second by the win-
ners at the different distances:
Meters
per second.

100 meter race.
200 meter race
400 meter race. .
800 meter race ¢
1,500 meter race.. .. Fakd
42,100 meter (or Marathon) race. .. .

Assuming that the winner always
runs himself out, he deduces the law

i that “the time of exhaustion is inversely
| as the ninth power of the speed within
some years now the merchants|{he limits of racing.”

For instance, if

fire underwriters of this town have | SygppArD, who ran 1,500 meters in 243

B8n demanding a revision of our anti- | genonds at 6.16 meters a second, had |

od building code. The code Was | tried the 100 metre gait of 0.26 meters

™

jod less than ten years after the first | g gacond he would have exhausted him-

8l skeloton building had been erected | sair ir; 10 seconds, or in a twenty-fourth

‘Wew York, and jts compilers were |
pessity mostly guided by theory in|
jming regulations for the new order
‘gonstruction. Meanwhile abundant
perience has shown where theory
sat fault, and fire protection has been
loed to a science, largely through
asearch of a corps of specialists !
ed by the- National Board of
® Underwriters in conjunction with
sderal Government after the Bal-
jpre fire.
»,.' ithority to revise the building code
with the Board of Aldermen.
years ago the board, goaded by
flic indignation, voted to entrust the
Wk to a commission of ten experts,
fling an iron worker, a mason, a
pr and a plasterer. It was soon
wéred that more places were de-
on the commission. The assort-
gt of experts was therefore enlarged
| was at the sanre time modified
ohs er, owing to the ridicule
- the commission as originally
d had evoked. The revision
mission appointed in conformity
i the revised resolution spent the
for part of two years in preparing
X for a new code. The drait
B the work of some half a dozen of
@ more ocompetent members und
ined the approval of the Board of
g8 Underwriters and of the New York
haoter of the American Institute of
thitects, It was cashiered by the
joard of Aldermen which went into
fice last January. “Since then a new
lraft has been in process of construc-
jon under a new commission.
*'A sample of the handiwork of this
gly is the proposal to limit the height
' buildings “in general accordance
th the width of the stureets.” The
eiple of a flat limitation of the height
i dings therein advanced has long
§8en condemned by competent opinion,
B the commission’s proposal was all
Bt universally denounced at the hear-
k2o which it was submittéd last week.
' find this mode of limitation urged
jw is all the more disquieting because
was rejected by the preceding com-
n.in favor of the principle of reg-
fing the cubic content of buildings
ik reference to their sites. The ad-
gy of a flat limitation discredits in
poe the rest of the draft code, con-
ing which .the commission has re-
pd studiously uncommunicative,
hat assurance is there that the code
whole will not be-as addled and in-
ppetent as are the sections that-have
n made public? None, certainly,
B the character of the commission.
is composed of two plumbers, one
: pic, five builders, four archi-
@ots, four engineers, one legal expert,
h@ chief of the Fire Department, and
ihe- Borough Presidents, represented
¥ their respective superintendents of
ildinge. Those of the members who
My be assumed to have a seientific
hnical education are in the minority,
are besided, ‘with hardly an excep-
unknown men, obscure even in
ir own professions.
B The report of the Charter Revision
smmission of 1907 gaid; >
* 14 Is manifcst that the Board of Aldermen has
paAlly falled in (he performance of the ordinance
afing duty, which Is one of i1s principal reasons
'éf stence,”
i'hé power to enact building laws was
ferred on the “municipal legisla-
#6” by the Greater New York Charter
gpecognition of the demand for home
But after three years of code
dsion by Aldermanic experts many
ers are anxious to save what is
b-of their property values by giving
home rule in the matter of building
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i Sclentific Athletics.
fsofessor KENNELLY of Harvard of-
'. #uggestion which geems timely in

W of the difficulties threatening fu-
8 in srtational meetings owing to
jsin recent events. In the Popular
Monthly he hints that the im-

_attached to winning a par-
iar. race and beating a concrete
titor is old fashioned and savors
“antechronometer days.” The

« ponel kcientific age demands a
prant attitude. The only attempt
yeally worth while, the professor
08 to think, is to have a “try " against

plation,
'

|
i

part of the time, while only adding 30
per cent. to his speed, “If a record
maker could double his pace he would
exhaust himself 512 times more quickly.”
This law was illustrated by the ignorant
British competitors in the Marathon
race to the satisfaction of HAYES, who
is probably a scientist of a high order.
The professor's logarithms pretend,
however, that his achievement was not
in the same class as those of the other
Olympic winners, and it seems that in
the future we may look for more lower-
ing of records in the long distance races
than in the sprints.

The Error of an Ambassador.

The Right Hon. JAMES BRYCE is &
speaker of pith and moment, and it is
a surprise, almost a shock, to find him
emitting these prejudices of mouldy
ancientry at the Chamber of Commerce
dinner:

“We need to remember that progress in soclal
and economic affairs Is necessarily far slower
and more diMcult than In natural sclence and |is
applications. Man Is harder to study than nature
{s, and the habits and the character of man-
kind change but slowly, It takes a long time
to alter thelr preconcelved Ideas, their preju-
dices and thelr suspiclons.”

So it was in the Holy Roman Empire
and before. Soitisnot in the American
Commonwealth. Progress is instan-
tanéous change. The character of man-
kind can be amended in the time it
takes to write a message, or repealed by
act of Congress. Man is easy, espe-
cially the American variety. We don't
need to remember anything. Look
forward and not back, and always leap
bafore you look. Statesmanship be-
longs to amateurs. Muckraking needs
no apprenticeship. The “Fathers™
meant well, but they had not the ad-
vantages of Chautauqua lectures. They
were ignorant of government by boa-
tion and reboation. Any child pub-
licist in a magazine can better their
instruction.

Mr. BRYCE is a scholar in an old fash-
ioned way, but if he wants to know any-
thing about Nature, Mankind, Progress
and Government he needs to consult
the rapid fire reformers. 18, STEP-
FENS, ALBERT SHAW, JOE FOoLE—there
are many intellectual giants who would
be glad to educate Mr. JAMES BRYCE;
and the New Wisdom has her seat in
Washington.

China's Advance Seems Assured.

Now that a week has elapsed since the
death of the Emperor KwANG Su and
the Empress Dowager TSI AN, we may
say with a close approach to confidence
that the change of sovereigns in Pekin
is unlikely to be followed by any wide-
spread disturbance or by an abandon-
ment of a progressive programme,

There is no confirmation of the rumor
that Prince CHUN, the Regent, is dis-
closing reactionary tendencies, or that
he is inclined to insist that in affairs of
State the functions of the Grand Coun-
cil are morely advisory and that the
final decision rests with him. Even
were Lhe report to prove well founded
we should not be justified in inferring
that Prince CHUN 18 opposed to a pro-
gressive policy, for the late Empress
Ts1 AN, the author of the constitutional
project, was as autocratic as ever up
to the day of her death and was deter-
mined to exercise absolute power until
the new liberal Government should
come into being nine years hence. Up
to that time the Grand Council is in
theory authorized only to advise;s al-
though in practice it will naturally pos-
sess much influence with Prince CHUN,
who as a young man and a Manchu
lacks familiarity with Chinese ideas
and administrative methods.

If it is true that the Regent's ediots
are in the handwriting of CHANG CHI
TUNG, who was for Yyears the most dis-
tinguished official in the Yangtse region
and who is now a member of the Grand
Council, Piince CRUN may be led to
adopt the views of that cautious and
rdoderate reformer. An earnest advo-
cate of representative institutions,
YUAN S8HIR KAI, who used to be Vice-
roy of Chili and as such organized a
strong force, drilled and equipped in
European fashion, retfTns at Pekin a
post of eminence and trust—he also is
a Grapd Councillor—although he is

# “record’—a gital which did not!the target of incessant and vehement

of yore-

and he proposes an in- | attack on the part of the revolutionists,
for actually competing | who hold him responsible for the fail-

b this abstract opponent. A “light ure of the attempt at reform made by
2 orpenudant runping beside the trnck‘tbem in 1808, At that time Yuan Smin

s
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KA1 was disposed to concur with the
Empress Tei AN in belleving that
China was not ripe for radical changes,
but after Japan's defeat of Russia both
of them saw reason to change their
minds, It is likewise reassuring that
Prince CHING, a veteran statesman
who although a Manchu is credited
with a desire to see the Chinese Empire
imitate Japan in adopting Western
civilization, remains at the head of the
Grand Council.

There are, indeed, some indications
that among the Manchus who have
dominated China for two and a half
centuries there is a good deal of mis-
giving concerning their ability to main-
tain ascendency after the advent of
constitutional government. There is
ample ground for such apprehension.
Of course, an alien dynasty may be per-
mitted to rule, just as Great Britain has
long tolerated the House of Hanover;
but the Manchus as a body must ex-
pect to forfeit their,K present racial
privileges under a régime of reform. It
is not impossible, however, that not
being passionately devoted to the tra-
ditional study of the Confucian classics
they may absorb Western ideas more
quickly than the native Chinese, and
thus turn to account the new system of
government,

On the whole, it is a remarkable
spectacle that has been presented dur-
ing the last week by the Middle King-
dom. It is doubtful if in any country
on the European continent an abrupt
transition from one reign to another,
under circumstances which for a time
looked suspicious, could have been
accomplished in a more peaceful and
orderly way.

The Vaulting Ambition of Patrol-
man Brown,

An Alderman, & former State Senator
and other seasoned politicians have
| gone down before the carttail harangues
of Policeman GEORGE H. BROWN in the
Lowell primary for the Republican
nomination for Mayor. BROWN is 32,
a veteran of the Santiago and Philip-

As Lowell is nor-
mally Republican by a majority of 1,000,
BROWN, who had a plurality of ,830
in the primary, seemus destined to call
himself Mayor of Lowell, unless the
voters balk at the promotion of a plain
patrolman from his beat to the chair
of authority and the official desk in the
City Hall.

When BROWN came out as a candidate
for Mayor he was the butt of everybody
{with a primitive sense of humor. Po-
{licemen, firemen, street cleaners and
!scavangem could not let BRowN alone.
The comic paragraphers had no mercy
on him. He was “the softest of the fam-
ily.” BROWN had no money but his
pay envelope, and no organization. He
got leave of absence for a fortnight,
had some cards printed, bought a box
of domestic cigars suited to unsophis-
ticated palates, and began to talk in the
open air, from drays, lunch wagons, the
City Hall steps, benches in the park,
and even the sidewalk, which he shared
with exhorters of the Salvation Army.
BROWN'S topics were graft in the de-
partments, dry rot in the police force.
His leave of absence wasrevoked when
he meddled with police administration,
and BRowN's audiences increased from
hundreds to thousands. On Saturday
night before the primary he talked to
10,000 people. When the votes were
counted, lo! the “cop’s” name led all
the rest. BROWN'S notions of his quali-
fication for Mayor are rather curious:

* A policeman, If he keeps his eyes open, knows
more about what s golng on |n every department
than any other citizen. He knows who s attend -
ing to business and who isn't, and he knows afl
aboutthe deals thatareputup. Solsay a police-
man s well equipped with information that can
be put to good use by a consclentious Mayor.
If there is graft anywhere, sooner or later the
policeman knows abont it. Every man likes to
tip off the cop on the beat, The policeman Is
in a position to be a good Mayor If he Is earnest
and honest.”

Patrolman BROWN pitched into the
liquor interests and defied the corpora-
tions, which he declared were in league
against him. He made a great hit

1when he charged that every department

reeked with politics and no employee
wae doing his day's work. BROWN
seems to have led the poll, although
ridiculed as illiterate and ignorant, be-
cause the voters took him as seriously
as he took himself; and the Lowell
policeman was desperately in earnest.
His primary campaign expenses may
have been $5. He has three weeks to
persuade the people of Lowell, almost
50 per cent, of whom in a population of
110,000 are of foreign extraction, that
it will be for their interests to elect him
Mayor. Heis pledged to turn the graft-
ers out and reorganize the police force
from commissioners down. He has
promised to make the saloon keepers
obey the law. As Policeman BrowN
has 2 houlder jaw and a fanatical eye,
there is reason to believe that heomeans
what he says. He has at least proved
the democracy, if not the utility, of the
primary law, perhaps its futility.

Hotels of New Yeork.

It seems a little superfluous to record
in the newspapers that the hotels of
this town are créwded, although there
is no especial festivity, They are
usually crowded; they are always
crowded; one wonders why “overflow”
hotels have not been built, Some new
palace is rising all the time. Like the
restaurants, there cannot be enough of
themm. A New York that is all hotels,
when it is not heaven kissing business
buildings, clubs and theatres. A haven
to the homeless rich, who have 80 many
houses that they have no home; a refuge
from intractable servants and house-
hold cares; a summer or winter resort
for strangers with “the price,” the New
York hotels and the restaurantd where
\(New York makes herself happy by eat-
ing in public perpetually and expen-
sively, are the most necessary necessa-
ries of modern life. How pinched and
parochial the village of fifteen and ten
years ago looks to the memory! What
a procession of names and places that
the ancients among us used to venerate,
or venerate now that they are gone!
French's, 5t. Nicholas, Metropolitan,

pine campaigns, and lives in the suburb |
'of Pawtucketville.

New York, Sinclaér, which left us so
lately, Morton, Everett, Fifth Avenue,
8t. James, Brunswick and their breth-
ren: KEheuw fugaces’ Homely some,
modest all, somehow they appear com-
fortable in the retrospect, but they were
hovels, most of them, to the illustrious
houses of to-day.

Only a few years back and Fifth ave-
nue was mostly dark and oftén beggar
infested, and Broadway scarcely existed
above Thirty-fourth street. Along
avenues now bright with lobster palaces
one sought in vain as late as 10 P. M,
for other than the humblest food. Now
the path of light is lengthened and
widespread. The motor car whirls the
lords of the earth from the country
to their hotels. Headwaiters are al-
most “prominent financiers,” and the
captain of the bellboys has probably a
better position than most other pro-
fessional men.

“Archbishop LEIGHTON"—-we draw
from the indispensable BARTLETT—
“often said that if he were to choose a
place to dib in it should be an inn.”
The wiser Americans choose an all
sufficing “modern” hotel to live in; and
they certainly ought to know when
they are well off.

1 do not think that the President elect wiil
undertake to organize the House.—The Hon,
JOAEPH (G, CANNON.

Nor does anybody else think so; least

of all Mr. Tarr.

While delegates from foreign countries
are already starting for Pekin to attend
the sessions of the International Opium
| Commission that will open its sessions on
|January 1 it is gratifying to hear from
China that progress is being made in the
| suppression of the cultivation and use of
! the drug. A reduction of the area under
poppy cultivation has been made in many
{of the provinces. This is due to the new
!Chinese regulations which impose in-
creased taxation upon those farmers who
fail at once to reduce the arca of their
poppy plots, while severer penalties,
fines, imprisonment and confiscation of
the crop are kept before the eyes of those
who may persistently fail to make the
{annual reduction in the crop required by
law. '
Another fact that is greatly encouraging
China in her undoubtedly sincere efforts
to stamp out the opium evil is the agree-
ment finally obtained from all the Powers
to prohibit the importation of morphia
except for medicinal purposes. For some
reason Japan delayed long in giving her
consent, but it came at last. It has been
estimated by physicians that only about
one-tenth of the quantity of opium
brought into the Western world is used in
medical prescriptions, and the fulfilment
of this agreement among the Powers will
mean the removal of one great incentive
to the cultivation of the poppy.

This prohibition is to go into effect on
the day that the International Opium
Commission begins its sessions. The
proceedings of this deliberative body will
| be watched with great interest because jt
intends to consider every phase of the
opium question and its findings will have
great weight in determining the final atti-
tude of the Powers toward the reform
which China needs more than all other
nations. She began single handed the
movement that has led to the interna-
tional consideration that is about to be
given to the great question.

Will Tammany explain?—Mr. BRYAN,

If Tammany could not elect CHANLER
it could do nothing for BRYaN. Besides,
he would have been soundly beaten if
New York had been carried for him. Mr.
BRYAN is becoming an intolerable bore.

Mayor MCCLELLAN thls afternoon ordered
Sanitary Superiniendent Dr. WALTER BENSEL
10 take nal ocharge of the rescue and rellef
1y of the explosion in Brrokiyn.

Dr. BENSEL seems to be a municipal
emergency man, capable and called in
to do all sorts of hard jobs. When the
Btreet Cleaning Department seriously
needed attention Dr. BENSEL was bor-
rowed to do what was necessary. Now
he is selected for a work that would fall
naturally to the police. Apparently a
handy man to have around is Dr. BENSFIL,
Sanitary Superintendent,

Ton Years of American Forestry.

In the last tei years forestry has advanced In
this country from an almost unknown science to
a useful growing profession, says Q. R. Graft of
the Forest Service in the year book of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. ,In that time the number
of technically trained foresters has increased from
less than a dozen togver 100, Tenyears ago there
was not a slagle forest school In the country: now
there are several professional forest schools
which rank with those of Europe and a score
more with courses in elementary forestry whose
usefulness |s steadily growing.

Forest lands under management have grown
from ome or two tragts t0 many, aggregating
7,508,000 acres In thirty-nine States. The na-
tlonal forests bhave Increased from 88,000,000
acres, practically unused and unprotected, to
168,000,000 acres, used, guarded and Improved
both ln productiveness and aocessibility. The
numbeér of States which have State forests has
Increased from one to ten, and of those which
employ trained foresters from none to eleven,
The membership of forest assoclations has In-
creased from 5,000 to 15,%00. Ten years ago, ex-
cept for a few of the foremost botanists, Euro-
pean foresters knew more about American for-
ests than did the American people. In Furope
they were then using preservatives to prolong
the life of beech ties, and so adding from twenty
to forty years to their life. Here, on the other
band, scaroely a treated tie had been laid, whereas
shere are now sisty treating plants, twenty -seven
of which treat ties exclusively, and an eugineer
who recently returned 5% Furone reports that
both In size and mechanical perfection the treat-
ing equipment of this country Is ahead of any o
be found abroad.

Yet American forestry has only passed the ex-
perimental stage and got ready to do something.
Action Immedlate and vigorous must be taken
if the Inevitable famine of wood supplies Is to be
lessened. We are now using as much wood in a
single year as grows In toree. with only twenty
years supply of virgin growth in sight. Only the
application of forest knowledge with wisdom,
method and energy in the next ten years can pre-
vent the starving of natlonal Industrics for lack

of wood.

Whistler Under the White Rose.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The English
novellst R, E. Francilion, supplementing the
Pennell “Life of Whistler” with some personal
recollections, meuntions as a surprising event In
the career of that artisi ihat ho subscribed In
1889 to the principles of the “Order of the White
Rose” and was enrolled as a “Companion” of the
same. The alm of this order Is 10 support the
“divine right” of kings Io all Its consequences.
It seems natural, Rowever, that so thorough an
artist as Whistier was should wish monarchs as
well as other things 1o be perfect after their own
kinds. Is Willlam 11. as perfect an Emperor
to-day as he was a week ago? L W,

Bostox, November 20.

Ricikard Mansfeld as a Prophet.

fo TaR Eprror oF TRE SUN-—Sir; Apropos of
the | told you 80 Taft messages In TRE SoN of
Sunday, one of the most conspicuous of the origl-
nal Taft men has so far been overlooked, Ac-
cording to Richard Mansfield's blographer, the
actor at a Chamber of Commerce dinner in this
city In 2008, when Mr. Toft and he were guests
of bonor, proposed Mr. Taft as & White House
incumbent. G L S

vrTROLT, Nevember 1A §

A GUBAN LOAN?

WasaINGTON, Nov, 20.~The news de-
spatohes reporting the consideration of a
$20,000,000 Cuban loan doubtless came as
& surprise to many who have not followed
olosely the situation in the island. More
than two months ago THE SuN intima-
ted that something of the kind was on
foot, The mere fact that it is necessary
to consider tho placing of such a loan
reveals a serious situation. The United
States will out a very sorry flgure in
transferring to a new Cuban Government
an empty treasury and a new national
debt. This is particularly emphasized
by the facts that in assuming control of
the island we took over the sum of $13,-
600,000 cash onhand, and that the revenues
during the oocupation have been the larg-
est in Cuba's history.

It is difficult to see just how such a loan
is to be effected. It is officially deolared
that the Government of intervention is a
Government under the Cuban Constitu-
tion. The third section of Article LIX, of
thgt instrument reads: “All action re-
lating to loans shall require two-thirds
of the vote of the total number of members
of each colegislative body.” That would
seem to limit the power of the Provisional
Government in such a matter and pro-
hibit the placing of a loan by executive
decree. SBuch a deoree would be a flag-
rant nullification of our prescribed
rights and powers in the island. Will the
newly elected Cuban Congress be called
together to aot on the matter before the
transfer? Suppose that it met and de-
‘tlined or failed to act, Are we to impose
the making of a loan upon the new Ad-
ministration as a condition of a transfer
of control? Suppose that General Gomez
should decline or hesitate to acocept the
control of a financial wreck?

The United States has maintained peace
and order in Cuba for two years just as
the Cubans themselves did for the first
four years of their independence. Some
much needed organic laws have been
passed. A few other necessary things
have been done, but Cuba's money has
been spent with an utter disregard of
economy and possible consequences.

Cuba is now carrying a national debt
of about $50,000,000, To increase that
by $20,000,000 with no other authority
than that of an order of the President of
the United States, or to compel the Cubans
to agree to effect such a loan as a condi-
tion of our withdrawal, would be a dis-
graceful use of the powers granted by Ar-
ticle LIT, of the Platt Amendment, and an
offence to every principle of international

| morals, to say nothing of the increase in
| the taxes of an overtaxed

|NOT FIGHTING UNION LABOR,

Purposes of the Natienal Association of |
| parently here is a p!

Manufacturers Defended.

To TAeE Epitor or THE SUx—Sir; 1
would like to apswer Mr. David Mackay's
letter to THE Sux of November 18 dealing
with the National Assoclation of Manufac-
turers.

Like all other officers of the Federation
of Labor, Mr. Mackay assumes that the
National Association of Manufacturers is
a body organized to destroy labor unions.
If they could look into the matter a little
they would find that the organization was
in existence long before it took up labor
questions. Theorganization's objects have
been to promote and protect American
industries, and its aim has always been to
use its influence when it could accomplish

these purposes.

In the course of events labor organiza-
tions assumed the right to say who should
work, how long one should work, and what
one's output should be. When further the
labor unions became powerful enough to
enact laws that Increased taxation and cost
of living, powerful enough by their disap-
proval of a man or his product to destroy
his credit and his business, powerful enough
to attempt to enact laws that would change
the judiciary, when through their official
organs and the preaching of their officers
they convinced the working people that
“capital” was the enemy of “labor,” and
endeavored to place the employed in a
“class” by themselves, then and not until
then did any organization of employers
come out boldly and oppose these wrongs
that were being perpetrated by organized
labor on the public as a whole.

When the National! Association of Manu-
facturers did move it was at an annual con-
vention held at New Orleans, where reso-
lutions were passed condemning the closed
shop and the contract to employ only union-
ists as uneconomic and un-American and
advocating the principle of the oren shop
in the emphatic manner. This was
the beginning of a battle royval which has
been wa in the courts and in the Legis-
latures from that time to this, h the
result_that at the present time t labor
orsnmuuons are enjoined from picketing
and boycotting, and Mr. Gompers, the
and Mr. Mitchell,

federation’s president, a |
being tried for con-

& vice-president, are
“!Fga‘ of court. = E

1 labor organizations in venting their
c}me ou Mr. Perry, the former dent
of the National Association of Manufac-
turers, and Mr. Van Cleave, the president,
showed poor judgment; but the presumption
is that by personal attacks on the associa-
tion's officers Mr. Gompers expected to
frighten members into withdrawing their
support and to prevent others from join-
ing the organization. He did sucoeed in
frightening uug the timid, but the influx
of members with red blood in their veins
more than made up for their loss.

The National Association of Manufdc-
turers has never ‘n eetings or in y
literature issued said a word that by
the widest stretch of the imaginAtion
could be construed to mean that it objected
to organized labor per se. Neither Mr.
Perry nor Mr. Van Cleave ever in any way
discriminated against a man on account
of his affiliations with a labor union, and
the writer will venture the assertion, with
assurance that it cannot be disproved,
that there is not and has not been a manu-
faoturers’ or oanonern' association in the
United States that objects to labor orga-
nizing for purposes not detrimental to
business and business principles. Further,
the writer has in the last ten years dis-
e this subject with the largest em-
E ers of labor in the country, and never

he met a manufacturer who did not
express the sentiment that labor organiza-
tions “properly conducted” would be bene-
ficial to all conoerned.

The trouble seems to be that msn{ of
lhe officiais of unions fail to understand
that the “picket” and the “boycott” are force
and that the only thing that will be tolerated
from this time on is reason. My, Gumpers
and Mr. Mackay should study the matter
a little, and try to understand what Mr,
Van Cleave, the National Association of
Manufacturers and emPonen gener: ll{
mean when they say that they do not obroc
to labor organization “properly conducted.”
Then they should to adjust their or-
ganizations to conditions as they are, and
not waste energy trying to accomplish
what by all known economic laws is impos-
sible. . F. 8. CooLry.

BrOOKLINE, Mass., November 19,

Deacon Hemphill Celebrates Charleston.
From (ke Charieston News and Courigr.

Admiral Dickins of the United States navy,
after some forty years or 6o in the service, and
seeing all the countries of the world, has declared
of Charleston that “there Is simply Do comparison
between it and any other place of which we have
any knowledge,” and that |s the reason we have
wanted Mr. Taft 10 come here 50 that he might
be the better prepared for the riotcus life he must
Jead in Washington after the 4ih of next March.

He will find a good many South Carolinians Io
Augusta and some respectable Georglans, “ex-
cellent human companionship,” In the words of
Tae SunN, He will also ind North Augusta in
South Carolina a place of greal merriment at
times, but it If is really his desire to enjoy the
full tde of life he should come to Charleston.
He knows that as well as we, and It Is to be re-
gretted that he should hesitate about changing
his hibernating quariers simply because his
“plans are slready made 10 g0 lo Augusta.”

We do not know why In the world he made any
such plans In the Orst place, and In the second
place we have no doubt he would be released
from his engagements upon the Preper presenta.
tion of this case. Thousands of Augusia people
come 0 Charleston every summer, and wo are
stways glad to see them, bul glerious as Charles

ton Is in the summer tUme It s even more heavenly
the winler monihe

| aleohol as & food with dogs, and that among
| twenty-three pups of one pair of alcoholized

- *"nnv.u'u- OF ALOOHOL. '

Dr. Poterson's Diatribe Analyzed by an
Advocate of Temperanee.

To Tas Epirom or Tug SBun—Sir; TER
SUN of November 18 contained an address
by Dr. Frederick Peterson upon the dangers
of slooholism. [ am not soquainted with
Dr. Peterson, but have no reason to doubt
his eminence as s scientific teacher. [ am
no sclentist myself and have no desire, If it
were possible, to controvert his theories.
In fact the argument against alcoholism
cannot be put too strongly; but what im-
presses me In that address as pridted Is
that like many similar addresses it over-
works the post hoc propter Aoc argument,
and by so doing weakens the force of the
whole address,

Dr. Peterson admits that it is in doubt
whether aloohol Is & food or not, but rather
dogmatically says that if it is @ food it Is &
polsonous food, because it contains polson-
ous elements. Has that been proved, that
is, that it is & polsonous food affecting the
human system, any more than various
drinks and articles in'common use which
contain poisonous elements? [ had aup-
posed that that was one of the points still
at issue among scientists and that it was
quite possible that the poisonous element
might be so combined that as food even
alcohol in moderate quantites had not been
proved to be injurious, i

Dr. Peterson says that the use of al-
cohol “diminishes the inteilectual functions
by dulling the creative faculty, impairing
judgment, vitiating the correctness of per-
oeptions and by generating timidity.” Can
that be proved as a scientific fact, or is it
an assertion which if not capable of proof
essentially impairs the whole argument?
Is it not a fact that nearly all the great
writers and thinkers of the past and many
of the present time habitually have used
or do use alcohol in some form, and is there
anything to show that their work would
have been better had they abstained? To a
non-scientist the argument seems dan-
gerously weak and entirely unproved.

But the manner in which the doctor
handles statistics is most impressive in its
apparent weakness. He says that out of
80,000 insane in hospitals 20 per cent. owe
their insanity to alcohol, and he draws
the inference that out of 150,000 insane
in asylums of the United States 30,000 are
insane on account of alcohol.

That may be quite true, and if true is a
startling fa®t, but what does it show on the
general subject of insanity? Seventy per
cent., it appears, are insane who abstained
from alcohol. Does that prove that they
are insane because they abstained? If not,
how can it be assumed that the other 30
per cent, are insane because they did not
abstain? Toa layman there seems a screw
loose somewhere in the argument.

Again, out of 2,600 idiots, imbeciles, epi-
leptics, &c., in the Bicéire Hospital, Dr.
Peterson says that 41 per cent. were of
drunken parents. How about the other 59
per cent.? If it proves that 41 per cent.
were imbecile, epileptic, &c., because of
drunken parents, as mere argument would
it not be just as conclusive to assume that
50 per cent. were imbecile, epileptic, &c.,
because they were g@f sober parents? Ap-
hoc propter hoc that
does not work,

Again, he says that Professor Hodge tried

dogs nine were born dead, eight deformed
and only four were normal. Waiving the
question whether aluohol necessarily works
the same with human beings and animals,
does it really prove anything that the litter
of one pair of dogs showed the above re-
sults? Can you generalize from one pair

NEW. BOOKS. :
o —————

Miss Reppller Reviews & Happy Time,

From 1776 to 18256—that was the tims
when it paid to be literary.  That was the
time preeminently deserving of theadjec-
tive employed in the title of Miss Agnes
Repplier's delightful book of essays, “A
Happy Half Century® (Houghton Miffin
Company). It is well known that Miss
Repplier has her habit of frony, but she
lays it aside on occasion, and we find her
declaring here of her happy half century:
“It was a time when literary reputations
were so cheaply gained that nobody
needed to despair of one. A taste for
platitudes, a tinge of Pharisalsm, anappre.
olation of the commonplace—and the
thing was done.” But baving heard this
very plain opinion from Miss Repplier,
what now do we hear Mrs. Cowley declar.
ing? Mrs. Cowley was one of the happy
literary producers of that happy time,
Writing of her assoociates in happiness,
she called attention to “the proud pre-
eminenoce which, in all the varieties of ex.
ocellenoe produced by the pen, the pencil
or thelyre, theladies of Great Britainhave
attained over ocontemporaries in every
other country in Europe.” Miss Repplier
examines into this matser of a proud pre-
eminence., There was Anna Letitia Bar.
bauld, whose novels were events and
whose poem attacking slavery piotured
the West Indian ladies exercising their
hateful power.
Lo! wherereclined, pale Beauty courtsthe breese
Diffused on sofas of voluptuous case, |

Hear her and behold her
With languld tones Imperious mandates urge,
With arm recumbent wield the hcusehold scourge,

It was Mrs. Barbauld who wrote in a
chapter of advice to young girls: “An ass
is much better adapted than a horse to
show off a young lady.” She was good,
but she could hardly bave been as dis-
tinguished as Hannah More, who 1s very
interestingly considered here. Miss More
during ber long life was fairly smothered
in praise. Garrick called her “Nine.®
meaning that all the muses were com-
bined in her; and when her “Estimate
of the Religion of the Fashionable World*
was published anonymously the dis-
cerning Bishop of London exclaimed in
Latin: “Either More or an angel!” Twenty.
thousand ocopies of “Ccelebs in Search of
a Wife" were sold in England, and 80,000
in America. Consider the glow of this

Garriok and the Bishop!

Miss Lydia Languish in “The School
for Scandal” pretended that she had
been reading Mrs. Chapone's book of
instructions for improving the mind,
a work that was almost painfully famous
once upon a time; and Mrs. Montagu,

“the female Mamcenas of Hill street” by
Heannah More, wrote letters which were
published in four volumes after the
dinners had made an end of her. Miss
Benger is here, the young authoress who
invited Charles Lamb to tea and about
wh he wrote so rudely. Not every-
body had the limitations of Charles
Lamb., Miss Jane Porter and Miss
Wesley, John Wesley's niece, liked Miss
Benger's lijerary teas. Lamb wrote to
Coleridge about “that mopsey, Miss

in that way, or is it not quite posasible that
some other pair of dogs not alcoholized
might show the same resulls? |

Now, | deprecaie the curse of alcohol as |
much as any one and appreciate honest
effort to remove this bane of humanity, but
can it be done by overstatement or by argu-
ments that seem logically so weak that they
create a doubt as to the real results of
scientific investigation?

It is improbable that truth can be elicited
and real reform brought about unless ardent
zealots confine their statements to positive
proof and handle their statistics in such a
way that they carry conviction to the lay
mind.

I wish merely to point out the danger of
generalizing and drawing definite conclu-
sions from insufficient facts.

WixsrLow WARREN.
' BostOoNx, November 19.

Do Hedgebhogs MIIKk Cows?
From the London Standard.

In order to settie a discussion that has recently
taken place at Ash on the question whether hedge-
hogs take the milk of cows while the cows are
lylng down, a letter of inquiry was addressed to
the Secretary of the Boapd of Agricuiture, and at
the monthly meeting of the Ash Parish Council
on Monday evenlng the following reply was read:
“I am directed by the Board of Agriculture and
l’l*crles to inform you that your letter of the
11th’ uit. has been referred to their zoological
adviser and the bhoard are lnformed that the
statement thas hedgehogs take the milk of cows
that are lylng down is unfounded In faot, Itisan
old fallacy, which was mentioned in the '‘New
Catalogue of Vulgar Errors,' published 120 years
ago by Stephen Fovarque, M. A. The dentition
of the hedgehog marks It as insectivorous, feed-
ing on Insects and small mammals, includiog such
harmful forms as mice. Their liking for insects
Is well known and they are frequently kept o
houses for the purpose of clearing off cockroaches.
They cannot, however, be described as harmiess,
as they have been proved Lo take the eggs of
poultry and game birds, such as pariridges and
pheasants, while chickens and hens in coops are
kilied and worried. Hedgehogs were stated by
Gilbert White to destroy plantains at Selborne.
but although this has been quoted by several
publications it bas been contradicted by ‘Rusui-
ous,’ who stated, on the authority of Harting,
that the destruction of plantains was the work of
a night feeding caterplllar, which ate the root but
left she leaves. Foxes and badgers are natural
ehecks to the numbers of the hedgehog.”

English Deer Parks.
From the London Dafly Graphir.

~ A park without a deer,” wrote Richard JefTeries,
“Is like & wall without pictures,” and it Is some-
thing to know that in England there are 400 parks
containing deer; that, they average many hun-
dreds and some of them thousands ol acres,
and that Yorkshire, Gloucestershire, Stafford-
shire, Northants and Sustsex have more enclosed
land given up to deer than any other counties.

There Is something pecullarly national about
our deer parks, for soou after the Conquest the
barons began to enclose parks within the forests
and to include within them all the wild animals
that could be thus secured. Of these the 2,50
acres of park at Erldge Is the only one mentioned
0 Domesday B4oh &2 contzining deer then ag it
does now. .

In that now scarce book Shirley's “Engligh
Deer Parks” forty-eight parks ase mentioned
which mo longer contajn deer; but since that
book was published in 1867 several parks have
been stocked which did not then contaln deer,
and there are others in which the deer have been
given up.

Cow Farming in Oalcutta.

From Dafly Consular and Trode Repor,
There |s a splendid opening near Calcutta for
at least two real up to date dalry farms, The
Europeans of Celcutta depend on one dairy farm
for milk and butter, and (his farm Is a day's
run by rall from the city. Compared with the
pative milk and any other butier obtainable here
the product of this farm )s frst class, butioery-
pared with the products of American wrm.n'!.
18 1s third class. The cusiom of leading w sow
from customer to customer and milking %o plain

view still prevalls to some extent in Caleusta,

L4
Confasion of Tongues in India.
From Defly Consular and Trade Reports,

1ndia bas about 15 different languages, most of
them unwritten, and It not unfrequently happens
that Indlans drift into Calcutta who can find no
ome able to understand thelr vernacular, Not a
fittle trouble Is caused by such visitors. The
courts too frequently Mave trouble with M-
gants and witnesses who talk a language that
peither the Oourt nor the court lnterpreters un.
derstand.

Piest Piane Wost oM wississipt

P From the Kansas Ciy Times.
The first plano ever brought west of the Mis.

Wesley.” He is not to be pardoned,

| though to be sure she had a “habit of

sending her effusions to be read by pe-
luctant men of letters.” He might at
Jeast have been glad Lo see Miss Porter,
who was thought to be handsome, and
of whom Miss Mitford was discoursing
when she wrote that here '‘anyway waa
one- literary lady “who didn't look like
a scarecrow to keep birds from’cherries.”

Miss Repplier writes of “Lalla Rookh,*

nuals,” of many matters that were tre-
mendously influential with  our great-
grandmothers. She establishes her pic-
tures always very effectively. Thoy are
mosaics made up of a thousand bits that
sbe has selected with discernment and
combined with entire gkill. It is amusing
enough, after three lines of young Mr.
Channing's accusatory thunder against
Moore, cited from the North American,
to hear from the later and more tem-
perate essayist: “Nothing could make a
moralist of Moore. The light hearied
oreature was a model of kindness, of

the common rule of life—he preached
none of the virtues that he practised.”
But she is always amuging—amusing and
interesting, and wise as well. Her book
is admirable.

Heinze's Mina, From Golmuetz,

The rdalistic detail in Clara Viebig's
story of *Our Daily Bread,” translated
from the German by Margaret I, Clarke
(John Lane Company), will fairly over-
whelm the reader. We read here of
Heinze's Mina—that is to say of Wilhel-
mina Heinzo, a peasant maiden twenty-two
years old, who for the rolief of a too numer-
ous family went from Golmftz to Berlin
to sesk work. She was tall, bony and
broad shouldered and could carry a
hundredweight of potatoes on her baok.
She took along & handsome p t of
twelve dozen eggs for her Aunt ke,
who conduocted & grocery business in the
basement at 8 G6benstrasse in the German
capital, and believed that she would bs
affectionately received. In this belief
she was not precisely justified, as the story
sats forth in minute
manner. It goes on describing with
unrestricted realism the life in Berlin of
Mina and of those like her, among them
pretty Bertha, who loved sweets, includ-

were nimble at stealing, and Gertie, who
went to the theatre with Leo Selinger
and astonished that young gentleman by
the urgency of her emotions when the
theatre was over. When Mina had married
she and her husband came near starving,
and onoe ihore wWas & despersts =osne
when her husband got drunk and offerad
to kill her. The daily bread came to be
La doubtful matter in Mina’'s case, but
when it was needed very sorely indeed

and that was the turning of the tide.
The story is remarkable. There is much
in it that will keep the reader very sharply
intercsted.

A Capital Phillpotts Story,

Mr. Eden Phillpotts's story of *The
Virgin in Judgment® (Moffat, Yard and
Company) is full of the interest that the
greht ekill of this novelist is bourd to
afford. We have at the beginning a pag®
or two of that description of tha Deven-
shire country which is inevitably so go.<
that we cannot possibly find fault be-
cause it is familiar. When the reader
comes to the aoccount of the prizefight
arranged by Mr, Fogo, the aged London
expert in matters of the kind, he will
be immensely entertained The (feel-
ings of Mr. Fogo, his choicest proles-
sional feelings, were ou when he
learned that David Bowden, one of the
principals in the fight, was determined
to have his sister Rhoda, the handsomé
young virgin of the title, for bottle holder.

At first Mr. Fogo declined to believe

ness. “Blow my digkey!” 'said he to

David; “that's the first- knookdown for
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of “Thaddeus of Warsaw,” of the “An-’

fact supplementing the observations of .

who gave dinners, and who was called

courage, of conjugal fidelity; but reversing -

and interesting |,

ing sweet liquors, and whosee fingers .

kind children appeared with a full baske!, |

that the proposition was made in serious- |
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